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PROGRAM STARTS: 12 QN 77 
PLACE: MANZANAR(9 miles north of 

Lone Pine in the Owen ' s 
Valley. It's located on Hwy 
395 on the way to Bishop and 
Mammoth Mountain) MORE INFO: (213)662-5102 



HISTORY OF MA.'I Z.';.'IAR 

.'.'!anzanar, off i cially called the ~lanzanar War Relocation Center, 
began as an "assembly cente r " under the U. S. Army control. Cons truc-
e ion began i n ~larch 1943 and the c.amp was quickly filled with former 
residents of Bainbri dge I s land, Washington and Terminal Island , Cali-
fornia, followed by those persons of Japanese ances t r y expelled from 
the Southern California 1area with more than 70% f rom the Los Angeles 
area. The War Relocation Authority took control of Manzanar on June 
1, 1942 and operated the camp until it closed in November 1945 . 

The camp which consisted of 36 blocks of barracks, was the scene 
of much hardship as men, women and children sought to establish some 
semblance of normal lif d while attempting to overcome the trauma of 
forced evacua tion and fa c ing an uncertain future. It was the resource-
fulness and labor of th~ camp population whic h turned ~anzanar into a 
habitable place f or the r emainder of their enforced stay. 

I 
l:nder tLe terms of the lease with t he City of Los Angeles whi ch 

cwr.s the l and at Manzanar, the camp aite was to return to its original 
c~nditi :,n. The ba rracks were dismantled, l eav ing only the auditorium 
(now us ed by the I nyo Coun t y Hi ghway Department) , the stone guard 
houses, the cemetery anq hundreds of trees planted by the internees. 

Ti!E ~\NZ.\YAR ?lLGRIMAGE 

The annual Pilgri mage to Manzanar began in 1969 , when a group of 
coL.ege students or ganized what they t h0ught •,1as their "first" Pi lgri:nage 
t o :he f ormer World t, ~ _ ~-i: campsite. But f or t•,10 I ssei, Rev . Sentoku 
~ yeda and Rev. Shoichi Wakahiro , i t waa their 25th trip. 

Today , the annual Pilgri:nage is held on the last Saturday of April 
with partic ipants gathe , ing at the northwest corner of ~nzanar, near the 
cemetery monument. The day begins with early arrivals taking self-guided 
mi ni-tours around the one-mile square a r ea, awaiting the a rrival of t he 
larger contingent by automobiles and bus es . 

It has become a custom to share a po tluck lunch and to gather i n 
f ront of the cemetery ~onument for Christian and Buddhist services. The 
af t e rnoon prog rom includes speakers, nus ic, add itional mini-tours f or 
l atecomers and audience participat i ng activities . The traditional finale 
has become the dancing of the Tanke Sus hi (Coal Mi ner's Dance ) by everyone. 

The Pilgrimage i s sponsored by t he Manzanar Committee, a non-pro f it, 
educational organization incorporated under the laws of the State of 
California. 

THE ~!ANZANAR COMMITTEE 
1566 Curran Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 
(213) 662-5102 



PILGRI,!AGE I NFORMATION - Apr il 27, l985 

Wear comfo rta':Jle walki ng shoes , layecs of c lo t hing which can be taken off 
when th e weather turns warm. Dust and s trong winds are a poss ib il i t y. Tt e 
altitude is about 5 , 000 fee t above s ea leve l and you may f ind yourself 
"winded" by t oo s trenous activi t y . 

Do no t drive on the dirt r oads i n t he camp--you may get stuck in t :1e sand . 
Tow trucks are expensive! 

Please br i ng your own water and f ood and flowers t o place on the grave 
sites. Outdoor toilets will be ?rovided , 

Campsites are avai l ab le; contact the I nyo County Parks and Recrea tion 
De partment. 

Check with your local Au t omobil e Club fo r motel l is tings and prices. 

RE~JEMBER: ? lease take only photogr ap hs; leave onl:,· footprints. 

Approximate 
Time 

9: 00 a.m. 

Noon 'til 
1 p .m. 

p .m. 'til 
1 :45 p.m. 

1: .;s p.m. 
•,~il 2: 45 p.m. 

2 : 45 p.m. 
'til 3 p . m. 

3: 15 p .m. 

PROGRAM 

Activity 

Self-guided mini-tours and/ 
or visit to Eastern Calif . 
Museum or even help Committee 

Pot luck lunch 

Religous Services 

- National Park Se rv ice pre-
senting plaque to City . 

- Coram Nobis case status 
- Update / Statements on Redress 
- Other presenters 

!1 

Location 

Varied locations 

Picnic table area 

Cemetery 

Flatbed truck 

Ondo Finale - gather in one l a r ge Flatbed truck 
circ l e in front of flatbed truck 

Buses depart. 



DIRECTIONS TO MANZANAR 

MORTII TO BISIIOP----GONE TO FAR! 11 

I NDF.:PF.NDENCE 

MANZANA 
f 

CEMETERY 

TAKE PALIIDALE TU RNOFF - 1!'1/Y 1/1 
(Ju:i t north of Son Fernando Valley ) 

OOU>EN STm: m . \ ,\KERSPmD ( GRAFE vrns) 

LOS ANGELES 

MANZANAR is located 
between Lone Pine and 
Independence. It is 
on the West side of 
HWY 395 approximately 
9 miles North of Lone 
Pine on your lef t . 
You will notice two 
s t one houses and a 
l a r ge green building. 
This is the old camp 
auditorium. 

THIS IS MANZANAR 

Now approximately 1 
mile North of the guard 
houses on the l ef t 
(We s t ) y ou will s e e a 
small dirt r oad and a 
cat t l e gate. Thi s i s 
the road t o the ceme-
tery. Follow it West 
(good road) a nd it will 
turn left (South) and 
t hen y ou 'll see t~e 

MONUMENT 

NOTE : The trip wil l 
take a bout 4 1/ 2 hours. 
Therefore , leave L . A. 
about 6 : 00 a . m. s o you 
will have ample t ime t o 
ar r ive at the Pilgr image . 
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