FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASTH JiRE 15, 19484

OFFICE OF THE WIUITE AOUSE PRESS FECEETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

EEMARES OF THE FRESIDENT
o THE KESNEGCT FOURDATION MEWIAL AETARDATION GREOUE
THE ROSJE OARDEH

Mr. Shriver, Mrs. Shriwer, Ladiss and Gantloown:

Thirty years ago, of &ven three yeacd Bat. i
arvons hod asked what was being dope about pantal retardas=
eis, the answer would have bean o shigg of the ghouldar .
¥Your opresence here this afternoon ipdicaces how CUT BnEWOI
and our sttikods 8 changling. We A8 BONEWIELDY with our
heatts Bnd our Besds, oot with shiugs and ELLGICE.

Eil Americans con be proud and gratelful for the
reallta Mentsl rpetardaticn afflicts nesrly B milEign
pmsricang. It sffects 10 tines momw poTICNE than diabetes
53 times more than tubsrculosing 600 timea more than polis.
A retarded child is boen svery Five MLoUCES, 126,000 every
VRAT

Yet, until wvery recantly, Dur snpowledse or snd
intersst in this crippler was little greater ir che Twantislh
Century than it had been kn the First Centuziy. Today we Can
aay obiectively that more hoao bsen done in the Jovernment LN
the pagt two yesrs than in tha previsus 200 years To mest
tha challenge of mental retardatlof.

Announcelsnts ale f b mEde Lhis a oo rnodin
-eflect the pact of our progress. First, the pat Lonsl
fmatlcute of Child Health and Ruman owvelopment has s ppioved
grants wnich will roault in conetruootion of THO pentsl TETAE"
sakEian cenbtars, one on the Esst Conak, tae athar on the wedlk

Coast.

second, the Civil Service LCommimailol has suCOEEE-
fully begun & ploneccing program LoT employing the mentally
retarded, B5 parcent of whom are gnolavable. Wo age Cconils
Jent industry, like Government, will find these people maks
pasable, devoted wWorkars Bt many leiela

Third, the Advertising Councli 18 making the subject
af mental petacdation thelr nun—aer one geffort, a long atep
rorward to awakenlng pebiilc Aawatrchess.

Fourtih, the United States Juniol Chapbat of Commerce
1s dediestisgy the emergy and entarpriss 0 ite fine membocs
ta suppott of the pEogram

Fifth, more encouraging of all are the ranult
promlaed by developmont i 8 simple, insspansive and paCcCuUrate
rept for detegtlon of the condlibion which causes mentdl
FEtardat 1an The PEI teste,; made Wil «in the firske 13 hours
after birth, promise to permit salvaging ghildren Erom
retardation by sgecisl dists inawgurated eariy in their
livwes.

OVER




Resgarch indicates
could nave dastected the B350 Ccoses
korn babies with & saving of S80 million whick
f thedr inatitubionsl care for @ 15r':j:T

We ape making spectscu
EL
L

lagy progreds on mAny ITONLE.
fying. The gains achisved
compagsion and coupage ol
conecience and capabilikien

g Sxciting 2nd JLi
come are due ta th
e foocomed our natlona

problem, John F. Hennedy

devefiteden months ago, in his nesidds to Coangraan
on retardatlion, Presidest ¥eanady bowohed the antous hable,
grd today, only & short tims later; & revolotioh in the
inld of retardation is ynder woy. That work 1§ Seling
given the most sble direction ond leadacship of the Joseph P-
Fourdation under the tireliocss guidance -} 3
}y Ahriver, to whom the parents of many
ibars will some GOy owe 8 great debt

We have madse progress. But our efforblse have

Wa will contipee until we Eind 21l the answers

voon secking, until wa find B place far all those

el with the problesn I beliewe wo will accomplisa
rowsrd overcombing eetardstion in the next flve yoors than

the world hasa sccoaplished ia the laat Filve hundred yodrm.

All af vl are lodpRElirg. 13 chly rewsrding

1 both thank







