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HISTORICAL HISTORY
(Abstract of paper prepared by Mrs S.W. Peas’l

The Wyoming Woman's suffrage law was passed in IoVO, but 1t produced no

startling effect.

Women went on in their usual vocatlons with becoming dignity, until
the me armed at their apathy, and conspired to prove whether
they were competent to bear the burden of citizenshilp.

As a result of this conspiracy a number of women weref drawn on t
the regular panel, to serve on the grand jury and petit jury at the
following spring term of court. '

Chief Justice Howe formelly opened the court 1in an earnest appeal
to the ladies to serve as Jjurors. -

The principal argument for such procedure or innovation was the
fact that hitﬁerto juries would not convict well kmown criminals be-
cause the community at that timt wad led and controlled by lawless &and
desperate men. and there was a public sentimecy that did not demand
thet criminals should be punished for their deeds. The judge be=
‘1ieved that women jurers would repedy this evil and inaugurate a
better state of things, every woman served.

The cVent caused & gfeat commotion, both at home and abroad. Nothin
else was talked about in Laraﬁie, Telegrams poured in and repprtcrs
and special artists from big City pspers came flocking in to charact-

elze and caricature. One thread bare couplet appeared in about every

paper;
" Baby , Bany, dont get in a fury,

Your Mamma'S gone to set on the jury ".
-The grand jur§ was in session three weeks, working diligently and

faithfully, Prose cuting Attorney Downey brought before the jury & large



HISTORICAL HISTORY.

number of bills for consideration, including several murder cases, and
also those of cattlé and horse stealing and illegal branding.

It was the ladlesof thils grand jury that demanded that the Sunday
closing law should be'enforced.Thia proved to be a bomb, thrown into the
enemy's camp. Nothing before ever created such or so much 111 feeling,

Qeep and loud were the anathemas heaped upon that jury.

The court was presistent in enforcing the law, hence it 1s needless
to state that the next legislature lost no time in repealing it. :

One of the petit jJjurgrs was the wife of a Methodist minister, Who
before a.tending court asked divine guidance each day for a Just verdict

The story went , that former Juries were in the nabit/of shaking dice,

and flipping coppers to determine thelr verdict.

The prisoner at the bar inone case,was a handsome young man of & pale
dreamy Byronic Type, andit was wispered that the susceptible feminine
heart would be duly influenced, but he got ten years.

Laramie ladies served on the juries as long as Chief Justice Howe
served as judge, His successor did not favor the services of women on/fff

jﬁries, since which time the law has not been enforce d.



THE TIRST

Juy

Jury ocuposed of wemen was ordered by the Generall Provinolal
QM c.t the uu;m held September 22, 1856 at Patuxent, laryland,

' maurymemodd'nmm-dmmm:hshmn

who tried Jucuth mtchpoh for the murder of her child, "Whereas
Judith Catohpole being brought before the Court upon Eusploden of
mnhrlns & Child wb;ch She is goowod +0 have brought farth, and

denying the fact or that She ever had Chila, ﬂ:p'cm hath ordered
that & Jury of able women be Imponnelled and eo'gn in their Verdiot
t0 tho best of thelr Julgeest Whather Sho the #a1d Judith hath ever had

'achildm'noto" maw':wmctm'nntmzty“mmoom

ordlud *the zald Mith Catchpolo Yo l.oquittod of thtt chu-go unless
hu'tlm- oﬂdmoc appur." (r.hryhnd Archives, Vole 10)
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Cheyenne Leader
October 4, 1940

JURY

‘Seventy years ag;a, for the first time in the history of this or any
other land, women sat on juries. This i'nteresting innovation, following
.har;i on the enactment by the Wyoming territorial legislature of the first
equal suffmgé statute, took place at laramie, where women were calledAf.or
.gefvice on both the grand and petit juries of the térritoriﬁl district
courte Women members of the grand jury were Amelia Hatoher, Jane Hilton,
Mary Mackell, Agnes Baker, Sarah W, Pease and Eliza Stewart Boyd. 4meila

. ﬁtcher was a widow; and -the others were married. Mexnbex;ﬁ of the petit jury
were Retta Burpham, Nellie Haxen, “ary Wilcox, Yary L.‘ Flynn, Lizxzie A,
Spooner, Jennie.Ivinson, Hannah Hayford end ¥rs. I. M, Hartsough. Nellie
Hazen was a spinster; lizzie Spooner, not yet' old enough to vote ( she
was 19), was unmrried;. the others were wives. Women sat on juries at two
succeeding terms of the'court at. laramie; no women sinoce has sat on a ;j{u'y'.
in Wyoming altho this duty of oitizenship has been imposed on the femininty
of numerous other states, ’

* X % % *

Sarah Wallace Pease, who served on the grand jury, was the wife of -

“early a

" the deputy oounty' clerk of Albany county, was 29 years old.
half=-century é.go she wrote interestingly of the service of women on juries
more than 20 years earlier and this te;timony of & pioneer :an a fipld qevﬁr
before 6pen to women is preserved in the historical annals of the state.

it Followss

BY SARAH W. PEASE.

The law granting the right of suffrage to women was enacted in 1870,

I+ did not appear to have any marked effect on the women of VWyoming., They
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went on with their usual avoeatione and eondueted the details of their
houaehold affaire as 'before, and indeed attended strictly to their own
legitimate business. They did not seem to realize the increased re-
~sponsibilities fhrust upon them and the possibilities of their new site
uation. #nd, strange as it may seem, they d4id not demand of the men a11
the offices nor seek to encroach upon their regular lines of butiness, nor
did they in e.ny way undertake te appropriate any of their rights, honors or
oremoluments, Infact, they behaved themselves with such becoming dignity::
and humili;by that the men at last beeame alarmed a’b their apathy,'and
began to conspire together and plen a method by which the women weuld be
| compelled to ehow their mettle and prove whether or not they were compete
ent to 'bear the burdene that had been laid upon them.
' . ox %

45 o result of this comspiracy a number of ladies were drawn on the
regular panel to- serve on the grand and petit Juries at the following
term of court. This proeeeding was considered a very ludicrous affair,
and the ladies took that view of the matter until they were convinced
that they would 'be obliged to appear in court or subject themselves to the
alternative of being arrested for contempt, and perhaps fined end sent to
jail. Consequently, when the eventful day arrived they were all i.n attend-
ance, with the mutual understanding that each' request to be excueed.

v oo ‘

“hen we reached the old olub-house or barracks which were digniﬁed
‘by ‘being called a court house, we found it filled to everfleming with a
orawd of men and wamen. The bench and bar were well represented, being
camposed of three district judges of Wyoming end many of the pr'ouninent"

lawyers of the territory, Chief Justice Howe formally opened the. ocourt, -



making en earnest appeal to the ladies to serve as jurors. Remr]cs were
also made by Associate Justices K:lngham end Jones,
. ® % ¥ % %’ A
The principal argument é.dvanoed for such an ixmmtiog was the faoct
that hitherto they had been unsuccessful in securing juries tl;at would
oonvict well-kmown guilty oriminals tried in their courts, because the
oonnmmity at that time was led and controlled by lawless and desperate men.
' That there was e publ:l.c sentiment that did not demand that criminals should
be punished for their deeds. The judges ‘bel:leved that women serving on'the
Juries would remedy this flagrant evil and imugﬁré.te & better condition
'of things. They were fully convinced that a woman would do consoientious
-work, and that e marked reform wéuld speedily follow, 1 hardly need to -
add that such words of commendation coming from the benoch, &d the desire
ed effect, and as a result every woman who had been called to serve was
promptly sworn in,
ok ok w
The event caused great commotion, both at home and abroad. Yany
~ old fogies (not menti.onipg the younger ones) were filled witfx rié;h‘l;eous
indignation that their places should be usurped by women, who did not know
anything ebout law, The law-breakers end eviledoers - and- their names
was legion - ware: ﬁlied with consternation, not feeling so secure as in
~ the past, tho there were many ;-'eady to reassure thém that they had nothing
. to fear, for women were chioken-hearted, and their tender feelings could
easily be wrought upon by the lawyers » Who would only have to mke & pathe
etie appeal and the women jurors wauld show the white feather and cap=
itulate at once,

V% % %




It did not require much time to find out that the women jurors were
not made of thai;. kind of material, but that they were disposed to do about '
what was right. The jurors seemed to be imbued with the idea that justice

mst be meted,‘out, tho the heavens fall, and their subseqﬁen'l; acts verified _

' the comviction. | |

‘ ' % % Xk % X

Ihe news was wired far and near, and every paper in the country made
favorable or unfavorable comment, usually the latter. In time letters and
telegrams came pouring in, making inquiries. As soon as possible newspapers ‘
. correspondents came flocking to tmmfrom ell parts of the ceuntry, as well
as special artists from leading illus'tra‘bed periodieals. We were coné_tant-
ly importuned to sit ‘fer our pictures :an a body, that we dﬁ.ght be correctly
. rproduced in the pictorials but we sﬁeadfastly refused, although great pressure
‘was brought to bear on the court officials. The members of the juries of
which I was a 'mem't.:er were obliged to go to the court room each day, to carry;f
. in bills, and I remember that we went closely veiled, fearing that some
special artists would make hasty sketches of us, 91“ course, we were caricat-
ured in the most hideous manner. Some of us were represented as holding
babies in our laps, and doubtless you will renember the threadbare couplet
that appeared in about every newspaper, and still has a place in the guide
" books® | |

"Bepy, baby, don't get in a fury;
"Your manne's gone to sit, on the Jury.

* ¥ X % #
Soms of us were represented, as sharp-nosed spinst.ers,' holding a
favorite cat or lap dog. They gave our geneologies from way back in fact,

told all about us, but it mst be con;fessed that what they said was not



very flattering. However, we managed to survivq the trying 'ofdeo,l, for

what cared we for Euch sublunary things, when fired by a iofty ambition and

. patriotic zeal to serve our country? "Wie d@id feel deeply chargrined by the

acts of one woman on that jury, and ixer oonduct irritated us continually.
She would persist in sitting the}'e and knitting all day longe.
% %k &k Xk %

The grand jury was in aession three weel?s s and worked diligently and
faithfully, Prosecuting Attorney Downey brought‘ before the jury a large
nﬁm‘ber of bills for considei'ation; including several murder cases and also
those charged with cattle and horse stealing-and illegal branding. The
opinion prevailed then that a man would rather be tried fox: mrder thaxi 4
for stealing a Texa;s steer.

® % % % ¥

It did seem ra.ther odd to hear the county attorney, in reading the
bills, beginz "We good and lawful male and female juroris, on our oath
do say," etce The jury had been charged by the court to make an investi-
gation of all evil#do;ng coming to its kmowledge, without fear or favor.
Therefore we felt it our swc;i'rn duty :bé b’rlng o ‘the notice of the Jury
some very severe tests.. "Lt‘ was the ladies’ of fhat grand jﬁry that deman;lg-
eﬁ that the law should be enforced-regardipg the closing of sal'oon:s on
Sunday. This proved to be a bomb - thrown into the oaxp of the enemy. Yoth-
ing that had been done ’pefére oreated 8o much ili-feeling. A1l day Sunday

the streets were filled with excited people. Deep and loud were the anath=

-emas heaped upon the heads of that ;jury; The oourt was persistent in en-

foroing the law, and imposed fines a.nd penalties without stint. It is

recomnended that if a bad law exists the most effeotive way to get rid of

it is to enforce it until it becomes obnoxious, hence, it is needless to




state, that the next session of the leglslature, with a zeal worthy of &
better cause, lost no time in repealing this particular lgw.
* k% *‘t

One of the petit/jurors was the ;ife of a Methodist minister, and a
devoted Christian'wéman. Before attending court each day she prayed, ask=
divine aid to guide them to & just verdict. The story had obtained cred-»r
ence -that former jgfiea were in the habit of flipping éoppers; shaking .
dice or playing algamé of cards to determine what their verdict should be.
The prisoner at the bar, in one case, was a handsome young man, of a pale
dreamy, Byronic type; and it was whispered that the succeptible feminine
.heart would be duly influenced by these external things. 'However, they
pramplty voted & verdict of guilty, and he was sentenced to 10 years' im-
prisomment,

T

Finally the grand ju;y closed its labors and were taken intq the court
room to be disohafged. Greatly to our surprise, Chief Justice Howe took
oocasion to highly commend the.services of the jury. ‘He compimented the
~ ladies in the highest terms of praiae. This, coming from such ; source,
had a tendency to make us believe that we would make Just as good jurors,."
as the men, if not a great deal better. Vie were also oonvinoed that Judge
Howe was the embodiment of all that was wise, great and good, and the best
Judge Wyoming ever had or ever'wou;d'haie. Iddigé were oalled to serve on
Juries in laramie during three successive terms of couft, when Judge Howe

resigned his position on account of ill-health. His successor did not

fevor the service of women on juries, since which time the law has not been

enforced,



Histprical Information

(From & Minute Docket Book of Albeny County--found in the- Clerk

of ﬁhe Distriet's 0ffice, Court House, Laremie, Wyoming.)
Quotation--

QBe it remembered that at the regular March term, 1870, of the
District Court of the First Judicial District of the Territory of Wyoming,
begun end held within and for the County of Albeny according to law, on
the 7th day of‘uaréh A. D. 1870, there were'present, Hon. J; H; Howe, Chief
Justice--Presiding;‘N- K. Boswell, Sheriff; L. D. Peese, Deputy Clerk. The

court was duly opened by N. K. Boswell--Sheriff.

Now comes N. K. Boswell, sheriff of said county ond mekes return of
the venire to him issued; of the following gamed persons by him surmoned
as Grend Jurors at the present term of this court to-wit; Perry Townsend,
Jo W. Teats, Amelia Hatcher, W. H. Herlow, Iouis Miller, N. A. Hance,
Frederick Laycock, W. S. Brumel, Charles Bussard, Cherles Hutton, Eliza
Stewart, M. F. Spicer and May’Maddo(?)*—cannot exactly meke out lest neme),
who on being called were found to be ell presenf except Perry Townsend, and
it vias ordered by tlke Court that another Grand Juror be summoned in place
of said Perry Townsend. Now comes N. K. Boswell sheriff and mekes return

of George C. Dinsmore as such Grend Juror.

Comes now Agnes Beker, George C. Dinsmore.and N. F. Specer end ask
to be excused from serving as érand Jurors and having heerd said applicants
in that behalf,vit is ordered by tﬁe‘court that they be excused. And it is
further ordered by the court that the;Sheriff sumxon three good’end lewiful
jurors from the body of said county of Albeny to serve as Grand Jurors at
thé present term of this court in place of those digcharged. And now comes

the sheriff of said county and mekes return of the following nemed persons

by him summoned as such grand Jurors to-wit - Sarsh W. Pease, B. C. Dunton



end George V. Lencaster.

kow comes Stephen V. Downey one of the Attorneys of this Court end
moves to quash the panel aforeseid on the gr&unds thet the said penel is
not corposed of "ale Citizens" thet only such ore qualified by lew to
serve es Jurors. -Seid motion was esrgued by S. W. Downey in support thereof
and by W. R. Steele &nd T. T. Street in opposition thereto; The Court having
heerd the argument of counsel thereon and being suffiefently sdvised in the
premises, overrules said motion., A Associste Justice J. W. Kingmen concurring.
And therefore the following are tried and empeneled s&s the Grand_Jurors for
the present term of this court to-wit, Frcderick Laycock, J. W. Teats,
Amelia Hetcher, W. H. Herlow, ILouis Miller, M. A. Hence, G. F. Hilton,
W. S. Bramel, Charles ﬁussard. Charles Hutton, Elize Stewert, Mary Mackle,

B. C. Dunfon, Sareh Vi. Pease and George W. Lancaster.

Fredérick Laycock is appointed by the Court foreman of the Grand Jury
and the oath prescribed by lew is then sdwinistered to him end to eech of
said grend Jurors and after having been charged by the Court they retire
to théir room under the charge of the Sheriff of s&;d county.

Monday March 7th, 1870

Now comes N. K. Boswell, Sheriff and mekes return of the venire to.
him issued of the following nemed persons by him summoned as Petit Jurors
for the preseht term of this court to wit; Jemes Adems, ¥m. Crawford,

C. R. leRoy, Rette Burnhem, Michael carroll; Nettie Hezen, Andrew Guinnon
(or Guisson or Gunisson ??icannot clearly make out), Jenntée Lancaster,

Henry Burgemyer, Mertin Albert, Mary Wilcox, Mary L. Flynn, A. C. Amer,

I..m; Mensfield, Edward Farrell, J. N. Hartsough, M. B. Tanner, L. H. Ashton,
Lizzie A. Spooner, M. C. Tonn, James C. Strong, John Kellogg, Jennlie Ivinson

end C. W. Harrington. Who upon being called and found to be all present

except C. R. LeRoy, J. li. Mansfield end Mery Flynn. Comes now C. R. LeRoy,
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Mary Flinn, Jennie Ivinson and lLizzie A. Spooner and esk to be excused from
serving as Petit Jurors and having heard said epplicents in that'behalf.

It is ordered by the Court thet they be excﬁsed from serving as Petit Jurors.
And it was further ordered by the Court that five sdditionsl Jurors be
sumzoned in place of those excused and J. M. Mensfield who failed to appeer.
It is further ordered by the Co#rt that the Petit Jurors -present be excused
from further sttendance et this court till tomorrow morning et 9 o'clock."

End Quotatdon




THE STORY OF WOMAN JURY

WYOMING HAS DISTIKCTION OF BEING FIRST STATE TO GIVE WOLEN POWER TO ACT.

In connection with the exerci-ses today at vhich a bronze tablet -
was placed to mark the building iﬁ vhich the first wman jury sat, The
Republica.n takes great plea;s;zre in presenting today the following historical
sketch prepared by Dr. Grace R. Heb&rd, who by virtue of her extensive re-
search work, is an authority on matters of history in this ‘state,

By Dr. Grace R. Hebard |

Wyominé became a territory.in 1863, but did not .’Become opere:bive
until 1869, for the Areason tﬁa‘t her territorial officere ‘a.ppoin'bed by the
Prosident of the United Stetes in 1869 were not approved of by the Umted
States Senate, in consequende of -which it was not unt:.l the next year when .
President Us. Se Grant was in office, hanng a Republiean Senate which cone
firmed his appointments for the territorial officers 'oi.‘ the newly created
territory of Wyoming. In December of that year the territorial Legislature
meeting in Cheyenne passed & woman's suffrage b:.ll, grantlng vomen of the
' territory the full right of suﬁ‘rage. This bill became & law on the loth
of December, upon the signature of Governor John A, Campbell, Wyomingts
first governor. Among other appointments made by President Grent 'at this tlme
of territorial organizat:.on was United States Attorney Joseph k. Carey, Chief
Justice John H, Howe, and Associate Judges John W. K:Lngna.n end Villiam T, Jones,
Albany County with Laram:.e County constituted at that time, the first Judlclal
district, the counties running in long narrow pa:ra.llelogra.ms fron Colorado,

clear up to Montana,
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The building which'yras merked this afternoon with the bronze tablet
by 'bpe Jacques Laramie Chap‘bef of the Daughters of the American Regvolution,
was at one time used for a dance hall and gambling dens After the outluws who
ran the establishment ha;d. been hung by a Laramie Vigilance éommi‘bteé, the builde
ing was teken over by the coimty, to be used as a court house end in the build-
ing vas held in Mardh, 1870, the first woman jury in the world. At this period
in the histo;'y of Wyoming, Laramie was not a peaceful, law-a-biding cormunity, A
es she afterwards became. Wht;n thél Union Pacific Railroad had stretched as
fer west as Laramie, there were in this city of the pl;liné, meny thieves, higﬁ-
wgymen, robbers and garroters, who made up & large part of the population of the
typical :ff:f.ontier towmn, camposed largely of dance halls, s;é.loons, and houses of
vices Contrary to expecté.tion, the railroad coming into 'l?he city did not better
the conditions of the town, but added to its iniquity, by bringing additional _
hold-ups, cut-throats and prostitutes, with 2ll their necessary oompanionse
Gradually the weak government which was tried to be put into force, degenerated
into no govermment at all, and robbing and garroting were deily occurrances,
a.nd murder was not inffeqﬁent. The better eleme;lt of the city determined to
put down the anarchy that ran ribt, to punish themurderers_a.nd robbers and to
protect the lives and propert';y of innocent and law-a=hiding citizens.

This condition of effeirs rather forced the issue of having women
serve on the jury.in the recently orgenized territory of Wyominge Vhen the
Greha.nd.Jury was empaneled :‘L:.a. the early days of Morch, 1870, the names of several
women appem;ed, emong those being: AMrs. Eliza Stewart ( 2 school téacher), Mrs.
Amelie Hatcher ( & widow), Mrs. G. He. Hilton (wife of a physician), Mrs. Mary"

Mackel (wife of one of the clerks at Fort Sanders), Mrs. Agnes Baker (wife of

& meréhant), and Mrs. Sarah V. Pease (wife of a deputy clerk of court)s the

first women ever to be swmoned to serve on a common jury so far as eny recrods

are available. TVhen this jury had been empaneled, sworn and charged, the ex=
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citement in Laramie was tense, the material facts in ‘bhe case together with .
Judge John He Howe's charge to the Jury, were telegraphed all over the world,
vhich afterwards watched every step of & novel scene with intense interest,
Mrse Elize Stewart, who was the first school teacher in Laremie, had the honor

of being the first woman ever called upon to serve upon & jury. In this jury

" were also & number of men., In Judge Howe's charge to the Jury, among other

things, he told the women of the court, that the eyes o.f.‘ ‘l:he world were upon
then as p:.oneers serving in e movenent that was to test the power of be:.ng able
to protect and defend themselves from the evils of which women are victims.

He further assured them that there was no :meroprlety of women semng as jurors

"end that he would see that they received the fullest protection of his court;

that "you shall not be driven by thesneers, Jeers, end insults of a living crowd
from the ‘temple of justice as yoixz; sisters have from the medical colleges of the
land; the strong hand of the law shall protect you, that it will be a sorry day

for any man who shall so far forget the courtesies due and paid by every Americen

gentleman to every Xmerica.n ia.dy, as to even by word or act to determine you
. A

from the exzercises of those rights_ with which the law has. destined you."

In the proceedings ofA 'bhei court at this tim; Hon, Stephen 'W._ bomiey,
the prosecuting attorney for the county, sought to establish the legality of.
women serving on & jurye -Chief Justice Howe gave it a.e hi.s- opinion that 'the
ledies who had been swmmoned on the Jjury were eligible to the posn.tion and -that
they would receive protection and respect and all- "deference end security from
insults vhich was accorded to women in any of the walks of life where true and
good vromen were accustomed to move," The fact that women wei'e serving on the
Grned Jury and could and did not serve on Petit Jurles, was telegraphed to all
parts of the country and a real sensation vmas crea:ted throughout a.ll of our

netions and civilized countries. U:Lthln a day Klng Wlllie.m of Pruss:.a sent a
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congretulatory cable to President Grant upon"jbhis evidence of progress,
enlightenment and civil liberty in America." It was ‘not long until newspaper

men flocked into Laramie and speciel .artists for illustrated newspapers ceme

‘with their pencils and crayons, for all this happened iong before the day of

the kodek and conveniently portable .cameras. - Unfortuﬁately‘the women of this

_jury did not sit in a body for their picture and posterity camnot possess a

vision of the first women jurye The women who were obliged to be in and out of
court évery day cari'ying bills,‘were ‘hargets' of and for the artists who not be~ .
ing able to ‘caice a'photograph of the wc;men b-eoause they aiway§ appeared heavily -
veiled, on the streets, produced them in c-aricature and forwarded those ridicue
lous drawings to their Eastern papers. These drawings,v of course, were hideous
things and tempted the jury women to swerve from their determination to serve

on the jury throughout the entire term of the‘ court, but they rémained steadfa.st
in their original purpose. Some of the caricatures represented the women holde

ing their babies in their laps while doing jury service.ia.ﬁd, couplets of them

‘of '2ll sorts were invented of whiéh the following is characteristics

"Baby, baby, don't get in a i‘ury; :
Your memats gone to sit on a jury."

Vihen thls first Grand Juzyfim...hed its labors and appeared in the
crude court house that today hes been properly marked asking that it be dise=

charged, much to its delight and surprise, Chief Justice Howe téok special

.pains to highly compliment the service rendered dﬁfing this first term of terri-

torial court, to the women pa.rt:.cularly he directed his pralse with the words
that they would make Just as good jurors as men if not a grea‘b deal bettere"

The most celebrated case was an indictment for murder .in the first degree

- ageinst Andrew H. Howlé:for the killing of John Hoctore In this case which

commenced on the Tth of April, 1807, NeK.Eogwell sms sheriff and made returns

of the venire to him issued of the following named pérsbns by him summoned as
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© petit jurore: Hetta Burnhem (wife of a contractor), Nellie Hazen ( & teacher),
lirs. Mary Vilcox (wii‘e. of a merchant), Maryl L. Flynn, Mrs. I. M. Hartsough
. (wife of the editor of the Da.:\.ly Sent:.nel). Of these petrt: jurors, two,
| Mary Flynn aend Jenny Innson, asked to be excused. Fhen women et this tern

of court were called upon to serve upon the Grand or Petit Jury, Sheriff
Boswell immediately appointed a woman bailiff., | Lh;s. Martha Boise Atld.neon
(mother of Attorney John H. Symons of'this city), has the honor of being

the first woman baiiifi‘ .in the world.

Then Albany county was a part of Da.i:ota with the capital at Yankton,
‘cwenty-five cases had a.ppeared on the docket. Ce.se 26 vas the first ome in this
oounty for the territory of Wyoming which was the case of Viyoming vse Howiee
Howie had two a.ttorneys for his defense, W:.lliam W. Corle‘bt of Cheyenne, and Hon,
M, Ce Brown of Larmue. 'The case at hand stated in-as few words as possible,
was the deatn of John Hoo'bor vho had been Xkilled one night in the.bar-roam
of the Shamrock Hotel where thedohnson Hotel is now located. ﬁowie, the
defendant, wao a law-a.bn.dn.ng individual, 'blue-eyed, 'ba.ll and handsome, who had
gone upstairs'to beds But when hearing a noise that indicated troube in the
hotel office below, stole dovm stairs in a hﬂ'f-dazed way; entering the bar=-

_room he found a plsbol pomted a.t him v:ith these Words behind it: "I anm going
to shoot. you." Two shots were fired smulta.neously. Hooter droppmo' deade -

No one knew who d:.d the shooting, ‘bhe room being- poorly lighted, but some

.dozen or more men who were in the room were arrested by Sheriff Boswell and

: 'be.ken to the m:.li’cary guard house at Fort Sanders, srbuated about - three miles
sou'bh of Larame. This old stonejail is still in a reasonable s’cate of preser-
va.tion out on the old military enclosure. The next day, Ho*ne's attorney, after
hmrlng asked Mr, Boswell if the man who had done the k1111ng; should confess,
"eould be protected from mob violences" Hovae conf‘essed to ‘bhe Sherlff and his
e.ttorney Yr.Browm, that he had done the k:x.lllng. In this case the jurors spent ,
the m.g;hte in the old Union Pacific Hotel (sta.nding next to the UeFPeRailroad

- o o o - o
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depot, a few years ago burned to the growmd), where jEwo rooms wére engaged,
before the door of each room, a buiiiff stoc'>d guard all night, one of them
o woman and the ';)ther o mene |

.Althoggh a murdex; of this time wmas not éongidered as serious an of=
fenee as stealing cattle, yet fox;, two days and two nig;hts,A these men and women
of the jury lebored-with the facts as brqught out bj‘ the witnesses. Finally
a new feature of jury service was introduced when the jury was discussing the
-evidences “The i!ethodis*b ministerts wife asked the jurors to kmeel dowvm with
her in prayer vhile t;he asked the'Highes’c Court of Justice to give them guidance
in ;u'riving at a just verdict., Immediately, after this pgtit;’.én, the first
ballot was tt_lken, thé result of which wa.s: murder in the first aegree, one vote,
the ministerts wife; two wonen for murde.r in the second degre;e and threo women
-voted for ma.nslaugﬁter ;s three men véted-for mansiaughter and three men not
guiltye Thus is recorded for ti\e first time in history, the jofcing of a Petit '
Jury, composed of mon end women. Of coursa,‘a:b the :bime this occurred the re= -
sult of the firsf ballot was not divulged and only after more than a half centursr
were the facts éiven for publication from one who iras intimately associated with
the casee That 'the ministerts wife had cast hor ballot for murder in the first
degree, had justification for her act, is easily explained by the -i‘acrt that as she
sat lmitting by the stove, the soft womanly click of her needles as they féll
in and out of her skillful fingers, seemed to keepttime with tﬁe rather uni‘eml-
nine verdict, s.hAe~ was ffequen‘bly repeating: "ihoso sheddeth man's blood by man
shall his blood b‘e' ;hed." The jﬁry after sfrﬁgg‘ling vith the testimony and.
‘balloting agairi and agaiﬁ,~ finally reached a verdiote | ihe woman baliff claimed
the jury agreed ﬁofe promptly then it might otherwise have done because Ss.rburdag.r
night had arrived and the mimster's wife had Sabbath duties qurbe egua.l to those

of‘ a jurye TVith an eagle's quill fash:.oned into & pen the first woman's jury

signed its verdict of manslaughter. Howie was sentenced to 'i:he Détroit House of
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Conrection, the territory of, Wyoming,' ‘at that date, having no penitentinry,

for a term of 10 years at hard labor. But some two years ai‘terwards the

first man to be convicted by a woman jury was pardoned and all trace of him
seemng to have been forever loste |

* The verdict was a popular one, meeting the genere.l approval and one

that the people were convinced could not have been obtained with the usyal
kind of gury when one considers the sent:.ment aga:.nst connct:.on for murders
Had 1t been e case of stealing & horse, there would not have been any question
of the ultinate ‘outcomee Law. breakers and cr:.mnals in Laram:.e, ﬁnally be-
ceme fllled with dismay at the turn of Jjury work, a.nd questioning their securi'by
and mmuni‘by; men of suspicious character left the country going to parts un-
knovme Being in poor heal*'bh, Justice Howe resigned from the bench SethZ,O,
1871, . A judge from the South we's appointed to take his place as chief justioes
‘The new Judge Was opposed to woman suffrage and prohibited the selection of
viomen jurorse Ju-stice Jones concurring with him, a.nd the prac‘i:ices of a mixed
' Jjury, or a jury c‘omnos\ed compietely of wonen has new'rer been resumed from that.

day to this in Viyominge o

~.The Laramie Republican--Dece 8,1922,



The following article gives an account of the placing of a bronze
morker to commemorate the first woman jury in the world. The marker was

placed on the building where the jury met Dece 8, 1922,

BRONZE TABLET MARKS THE SPOT

DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION COM.!EE.IORATE FIRST WOMAN JURY IN 1ORLD

"This tablet marks the site where the first woman jury eerved during
March, 1870. Placed in 1922 by Jacques Laramie chapter, 'De.ughters of the
Arerican Revolutione" . . |

Thus reads the inscription,. graven on & hendsome bronze tablet,
which was today placed with appropriate ceremonies on. the shabby 1if‘cle
building on First street, where sat that epoch;making Jury vhose fame reng
round‘the worlde Such a shabby building it is, and for yéars there was nothing
abou‘i; it to lead the feet of those interested, to the sbot vhere women's rights
to act with men in administering justice were first recogmzed. Now 'bhone who
seek this building m.ll be guided by the tablet placed there by the Jacques
Laramie chapter, DeAsRe, the worthy organization vd'u.ch cla:.ms it as one of its
proudest tasks to so mark such historic s1tes that none can ever forget them,
and succeeding generations mey read and learn,

Like many another historic landmark, the building has fé.llen upon -
humble dujs, and is now used for a warehouse. Piled inside it are bales of
hay; the plaster falls from the walls, the .floor is rotting away, and high up
on one 179.114 is blackly penciled "GeTe", relic of boyhood days of our present
sheriff, George Trabing. For some it-may be hard to reconstruct the scenés

that the walls of the old 'Building have witnessed. Those who were fortunate

enough to hear the sp'ea.kers today will have no hard ‘i:ask, for both Judge
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M. Ce Brovn and Dr. Grace R. Hebard painted an unforge‘&teble'picture. The
0ld building has s varied history, serving first as the den of three deepera-
does, who hung from a telegraph pole at the end of long and eventful livese
Next, it served as a 'bhee.ter, and vthe old stege door, {:hrough which travel-

inv' troupes came end went, still hangs sagging on its hmges. Vhen the country

- took it over, it was :f.‘or a soberer purpose, and men's lives hung in the balance

while juries gave ear ‘bo evidence in grave casese On a slightly raised platform

~ sat the judges and to the left was the box in which the six women Jjurors, the

first the world had ever known, took their placese
An interested and appreciat,ive group assembled at 1 ot*clock tod'ay

for the exercises conducted by Jacques Learamie chapter, and as lUrs. A. Ee

Holidey, regent of the chapter, who gracefully presided, pointed out, it was

gratifying that so much interest should be taken in the ﬁork of the chaptere
There was preéent in the audience 'Hr‘s. Eva Dovmey, only woman now living who
ac‘bualiy saw the jury, Judée M.Ce Brown, the only actuai parbieipant in the
proceedings, end Mrse. Ee Ve Condit,daughter of one of these fa.mous jurors.‘ |

Miss Amy A'bbet, who was unfailing in her efforts to secure this
mdrker, made the.'brief speech of presentation, oxrblining the purpose of the
chapter :'Ln thus marking the buiidi.ng, and Mayor -F. Je Coolica.n, on behalf of
the c:.ty, accepted it, pledging his efforts to see that-the tablet is preserved
and cherished alwayse ‘ ' o

It vms much regre‘bted that Mrs,. B, B. Brooks, state regent of the DeAeRe,
was unable to be present train. con.nections preven’clng her from arriving on time,
and everyone present feels that what she might have said would have been a valu=

able contribution to the progreme However, lirs. Eva Dowmey graciously consented,

after much persuasion, to say & few wordse. As mentioned above, she was &

witness of the famous case, and she shed an interesting light on the inevitable
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trend of all things by her comment that the natter seemed much less important
‘th.a.n it doew now, looki.ng back'onvthe vista of years. ‘

History was nndly recalled by Judge Me Co Brown, who gave an ine
teresting account of the case a.nd of the legal battle 1ead1ng up to the swear-
:Lng in of the jury composed of six men and six women. Elsewhere in the Re-
‘publicen appears a- detaa.led account of the case, wr:.tten by Dr. Grace R, Hebard
. fram historical sources carefully culled. It remained for Judge Browm however,
‘ to lend the personal touch, to give & real insight into the vheels vzithin
wheelss Judge Brown was a defendant for the young man accused of murder, and
that he believed in him and . h:.s innocence was plainly evident, even after a
_ period of so manyyearss Staunch supporter of women on the jury, and he did
not hesn.tate to indicate that on this occasion he did not believe their opinion
. 1n:£‘allible. Jnst this statement of .opinion, mthout glossing over, gave his
account of the happening end added worth historically, and removed from it
" .oany dimness which changes end history might throw over it,

Unquestiona’lale Dr. Graceﬁ Re Hebard is a national figure in the suffrage
world, and one has bnt to hear 'her speal: to know in some measure how she nas
attainod that proud positlon. She is so earnest a believer in woman's rights, ! .
so hlstorioally well versed on the sub;]eot that every word she says carries
conv:.ction. Add to that a fund of dry humor wh:.ch shows itself in meny a
’-parenthetlcal comment and the result is an unforgetable discourse on any sub=-

Ject she ‘chooses to speaL of, December Tenth, as will be remembered, has

been designated Tiyoming Day because of the fact tho.t on that date the woman's
suffrage 'bill became e law, and the act which was to give Wyom:.ng an unassa:.l-
able notch in history became a facte O tlimng the factswwhich led up to the
passage of the. sui‘frage bill, of which Esther Morris is the real mother, she ‘
painte‘d a graphic picture of the stormy pessage of the bill through the 1egis-
'lature.' The significant fact of her address vms that the women of the state

refuse to regard their suffrage as a politiocal matter, due to the situation




which attended its birthe. Though a demoerat fathered the bill and a demoe

cratic 1egis}ature‘passed it, it was only two years later thaﬁ a democratic
legislature tried to ;epeﬁl the suffrage clause, and the republican contingent
saved it from destructione In this connection Dr. Hebard paid tribute to
worked to save the b111 and to leave the women with their right to vote, '
In every_respect the occasion was a gemorable 6ne, and the téhletlf
will serve to recall to the minds of all 16yal citizens of the state who see
it,Awyoming's\fight to an unforgettable position in the figﬁt fof women's
rightse ‘ '

(The Laramie Republican, Dece. 8, 1922)



THE FIRST WOMAN JURY

Almost loat in the absourity of Wyoming:history, is a
short but memorable period covering the yesrs bestween 1869
o 1871, Short as 1t was, this perlod of two years made e
phase of history that centered the attenticn of the world on
VWyoming and an 1ntrep1d monber of its judiclary, the Honoraibie
John H. Howe, presiding over the first court %o be held under
the juriddiction of Wyoming Territory |

Just how Judge Howe brought Wyoming to the attentlon of
the world is interesting memorablie.

At this time, Lafamio in. particular was over-run with
great numbers of dosperadoeé, thieves &and murderers'ahd-looao.
“---ve:y Ibose--womén, thereby making the ccumunity unbearable and
unsafe for the respectable element of the tovne Crime was the
order of the dey and no day passtd without iis 2ull cocmplement
of thefts, brawls end murderse lurder wes considored o mere
incident, and dealt with much more lenientlyly then cettle rustile

ing. Wo one wes safe, sither in his property or in his person.

There were courts,of course; thers were tricls and therq
juries, but the usual juries could nor, or would not, convict
those who were caught redAhanded in their crimes, probably bee
ceuss the jJurles for the most part were couposed a little too
literally by the eriminals "peers"s In other words, then as
now, Jjurloes wora'cbrruptabla. and much too easily"recached®

bty the side having the mosthmoney'and influence, and at that
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pefiod of history, the criminal was usually a man of substance, .
so far ac money and influence could make hinm 804
4 alarning as the situation was, the law eabiding and re-

| putable'qitizens were_dete}m;ned to cope with it. -Buﬁ how? Everye
thing trlable had been tried. Ixcept perhupe, one thinge--women
on the jury, The idea was 50 revolutionary that it wae all dut
howied and hissed out of existence, even before it was born, but’
tﬁe crectors of the 1dea. reelizing @hat~-oqﬁ§ggqially apeaqug--
they bed souething there, clung tenaciously to the plen, unti#i:
triumphantly, ‘they made it a falit accompli. |

The President of the Seqate at the timo wae & lir. William
H. Bright, knom es Colonel»Bright, a foroeful end.an honorable
men intercsted in the bottering ‘afd advenoement of the nequ
creeued Wyonings |

On the rorning of November 9, 1869, Col, Bright gave notice
to the senate ( then called the Counecil ) that within a day or two
he would introduce a®bill for Woman's Rights®. On November
27 ho introduced the bill, known as Council Bill #70 gnd éNe
titlad ® AN ACT TO GRANT TO THE WOMEN OF WYOMING TERRITORY
THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE AND TO HOLD OFFICE.®

The bi}i had its opposers, of course; some of them
gerious, some of them mere facetious olowns; ‘anong the latter
vas a member who asked that an ammandment be passed substituting
the age requirement as thirty years, rather than eighteon years,
glying as reason for the suhstltntion'the belief that 1f the
age reqﬁirehent was thirty years, no women would exercine her right
to vote, because none would care to admit she had reached that
advanced ages Ridiculous? Yes, but indicative of onc typo of

opposition offeraede
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This clownishly inclined Legislator hcwovof; did bring
about an amendment advancing‘the age requiremént to 21 ysars,
and in this form it finally paceed the Houses. Yeas 7, Nays 4,
Absent 1l¢ On the #rening 6! Dacenber 10, 1869, Jovernor cnmpbell“.
signed the bill, thereby meking it lawe In Matrch of the year 1870,
following closely the passage of ihe suffrace bill, the nanes
of women were placed on the panel for both the Grend and Pctit_
Juries, partioularly in Laramie City where the contemplated
Lepdgid tesys

rigid test of the feasibllity of women on juries was to be made.,
The first surmons for Grand Jury duty wag - gserved by Cheriff
Boswell upon one Eliza Stewart, the first school icacher to teach
in Laranies Shortly thereafter and for the first time in any
court were heard the words * Ladics and Gentlcnen of the’Gr&nd‘
Jury®, This first mixed Grand Jury was in scssion for three
waeks, during whioh time bills for cbnsideratng.wcrc Erought
for ceversl nmurder cases, cattle and horse sctcaling and illegal
branding, all the bills commencing:' " e good end lawful male
and fomale Jurors, on oath do Baye=--W, ‘ )

The fact that women were serving en the Grand Jury and couldiéﬁ
and would serve on a Petit jury was telographed to all parts of -
the country, thereby creéting a sensatinn of major proportions
throughout the civilized worlde. Tho following day'King Viilllan
of Prussia sent a cable of congratulations 4o Fresideni Grant
upon this eviéenco of progressfdnd eivil liberty in Amerioca.

When the Grand Jury finished 1ts task and appeared in the
courdt roon to bdbe disohareed.Judge Howe tocok great pains to

conmend its worlk and was levish in his praiaé of ths women in

particular, aaéerting thoy would make "just we good jurors
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a8 the men if not a good ?oal bottor.'

An indiotment tor mufder in the tirat degree against Andrew
We How ie tor the murder JkkJohn Hoctor was among the casca this
Jury actad upon.. And ao{tﬁ‘thii same Andrew . Howie bolong the
dublous honop of ﬁeina t e(k%rst\peraon to bs tried by a jury
of womens \Thé wo@an on thiw&rirkt txad Jury wers MNrs. Rhetta
Je Burnham ( wife'or a{ Pntractog\ M;s- Nellie Hagen ( a teacher},
Myog Lizzie A. Spboner ;
(wife of ¢ nercbﬁm.). ui‘s. 34 n Ha)rtord { Wife of the editor of the
Deily Sentinel), land ux-s. I, | *uax‘tiqongh ¥mife of the Lethodist
ministev). ”he Awher six momb‘rs o{‘&hc mixad Jury were, of

'\\$z-~ "

coursas,ens ‘ fi f !,x\ &Q

Obviously ‘this first case w&g o bq a rea} tast of women's

a hq%el kﬂ°£¥r'“ slster), lirs, Mary Wilcox,

7

&bility %o servliimpartially and'inteiﬁtgently. ;thout sentizent
end uithout pregudice. for the dcfendant waa yoéﬁk

blue eyed, tall
end handsome, gnd above all, this Andrew howie vps reapectable.
law abiding oié;gen himaelt.f Could thoso supposcdly~gmpraaaionab10
fonales remain Qmpartial Lq/the tafp‘ot /ﬁ@sa manly at?rinutel?
The onswer is /higt.ory. ///v::\: . \} ! I/’\ \ - A
The locale}o¥ the myrdar was Lha\barroom of the\Shamrock
Hetel in Laramle; whé/p 6&9 Jphn Hol t07ﬁ aflocal bad man\and ;
famoas shot wan gambiing. Qrinking and hgk;ng thingse g \erally
his own waye & hi&hly dastructivo and £01’y way, with h;ir- \
£1ying through tga air, glakbea breaking and wemen scrgaming.
Upauairs 4in on 6 of;lbe bedrooma. a kar named Andrcw '
Eoule, law-abxding and’ hanﬂao o} had ;;tired peacetully, but.~
the noise be;pw stairs became worao, ind Howie thinking thera
wes trouble-there. dresaqd and wen9 é%wn s&airp. st111 half

dazed with slcep. " He s.nng open tha harrjor dsor. and 1ookod

N
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squarely in to the barrol ot a pistol polnted at him and held

in the hand ot John Hoctor. At the ame moment he heard Hoctor
say, rithouu preliminnry. " I'F going to shoot you®; two shots
rang ovt, a split sacond apartz and Hoctor dropned dead, shot
through the henrt. The raom waa uark and vhen Shoriff Boswell
cane in, no guns were‘ro bq eeep, 80 the murderer wes not easily

,disoovared, uhc‘dowen.or mora men present vere all taken to the

guard house of Fort Sgundere, and it 1s problenaticsl if the
murderer would ever have been discoverod in the ordinary course

of eventisge Buq subse?uent ev;nta\did not take an ordinary
course, for Andrew Howte conrq sed. the tollowing dey, thet he
had shot and killed Hoctors \;y:=\g

Howi" vas duly tricd by thig first mixod Jury and the
evidence of agl present at the! time ot tho shfoting was taken;
Althcugh the caae was qpparent;y a oléar une of. selt-dotensa.
this plea scams not to have bben entered‘hy tho dsfendant'a
attcrney, he%Villo Ce Brown. 60 in view qt Vowle's\confossion,
the charges to be conaide;ed by tno Juny wore murder in the
tirst cesroa.‘murder 1n yhp second\degrao. or 1nvcluntary Tane
slaughters :or two. daJ ‘s and night tho Jury of mqn and wonen
studied the avidenqy,51Ven,bJ uitnosfas without arriving at~g
duciaion. zinullj@ the‘uethodiat Hahibter'n wite aaked the
othnr Jurars to kneel wiyh her in prayer'while she anad the
Almighty to g%ide their vardiot‘ ahia thoy daid, albeit‘sheop-
ishly perhﬁps- Immediatoly after the prayer, the ffrat ballot
wWas tu&on,'the resul} of which waa Iurdor 4n the ttrat dogree,
one vote/( the hetlohzst ninister's wife); tvwio ramdh atood for
murdor ;n the aecond dogreo-- three women Votcd Lor uanslaughtor.

o ({‘ = . ﬁ :
TR
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three men for manalanghtcr,khnd-three nen for not guilty.

0f course, at the time the resullt of the firsti ballet
wes not made public, and only attsr hnlf a century have the facts
been given for publicntion by one who was 1ntim1‘1y counected with
- the cesce ‘ | .
~ Strenge and welrd t&o. ﬁhat ﬁhe only one %o vote for murder

in the first degree; carr&ing ihe bbnaltv of hanging, should have

been the wilfe cf afmini ter, the very one who according uo all rules -

siiculd have besn merciful. The Justification this woman gave for
her ballot was of Eourae a biblical ono' "ho 80 sheddeth man's
blood by man shall his blood be shed.” Portnnatoly this vordict,
which under the clrcumstancas would have baan a moat unjust one,
was not entered, /| Instead tha tinnl ballou convictqd Howie of

manslaughter, ana Judge Howe scntancad Hovie ho tho Dotroit House

~
n‘\' 1 i

of Correction for a tern of ten years at hara labor.

i
\
1

Two years iater however, Andrew Howxo. tne flra‘ man to be
comvicted by a woman's Jury,’ “was oardoneu.‘ from that tize on.

2ll trace or.h;m ‘seens to ha!i boeq lost-y




WHEN DOUGLAS WAS TOUNG

rifty Years Ago (2891) o _

For the ﬁ.rrt tine in the hiﬂory of Douglas, hdipl were called
upon, on Saturday last, to exercise oin of their rights--that of Jurors,
The case was most appropriate, divine rights of. citizenship=-that of tho
plaintiff being brought by Uiss Lnura Lemon against iirse E, Jo Ingeucn,

being a civil suit vhero!m the plaintitf ‘'sued for $2...50 clhmod to be due
for lebor performod while employed at the Velley I-Iouae. It bcing p:.rely

"n wamen's cortroversy", Judge Mewis, aided and abetted, ve verily believe,
by Under Sheriff Kimball, decided that mothing but women jurors were qualie-
fied to sit on the cese, andf subpéenas wore issued acgordinglys The Jury,
as polled, stood us followss . ‘

Urte Eo Jo ﬁrockway, forenan

Urse Herriet Peul

krs. Cora Hardembrook

Mrse Susie Ketcalf

- Krge lay Morris
Urse Jo Jo Hymer
Wh&z the 'ft;.ct 'becgne knoyn that a woman Jury had been sbupoeraed,

a request wus made that the trial 'také placo at tke cpern hcusey >bpt Judge
Lowis pr‘mptly--a'nd very properly--replied that he.was‘?ot managing an geax
opera troupe or a minstred shor, btut a gourt of law, .whebein avex;-hahdod
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" Justice was dispensed to all camerse The vas tried, therefore, at his office-
Judge Harvey appesring for the detondant and Gounty Attomy ﬂn.uror tox- the
plaintiff, Judge Mewis presiding. The jury roturmd a vu'd:lct, vritton, tor
the plaintiff, lnrdizg the plaintiff dhe full -umt claimed and were dis-
chnrged. The Budget congratulatn Judga newle on the imgumtim of hiu
vmen's rightl cwrt, o.nd hopes ho will not cease in nn-doing. 'I‘urn 'ou

1oou on o wife-bea‘ter. Judge, and ue 1! they doa't han,‘ hh.




FIRST V/OMEN JURORS CONVICTED LARAMIE ADONIS 60 YWARS AGO ==

TWorld's Attention YWas Focused on 'Wild and Wooly' WyamingTovm, vhich the Fair

Bex ?Cleancd Up!

Néwspaper article, i.aramie Republi'can-Boomera.ng, April 18, 1930.

New York, April 18--Sixty years ago last month, women first served
as jurymen in the Uni.‘t;ed Statese ' |

"La.ra.mié, Viyoming 'berritory,' in March, 1870, ves & shanty city, a
typical frontier tovn of saloons, dancehalls, and gilded dens of iniquity,"
writes Alfred R. Wh‘ite’ in the Now York Worlde

Streets of- s@s&apers built of tar paper, lath and scantings had
sprung up over n:;Lgh‘h. . The place was infested with despefadoes and scarlet
ladiese’ |

7 Effort's of the better element to estgblish order met with gross

failizre-’--gﬁtil the female contingent took a he;nd. Mrs. Esther Morris had
served -a term as jﬁstice of the peace in ‘the mining cemp of South Pass City
. with such startling success that the first 'berritor_iai legisleture, consist-
ing of twdnty-one members, passed & bili grgn‘bing women the right to vote
and hold public officese. |

Yhen the grand jury for -‘bhe regular term of court of the first judicial
district was drewn in March, 1870, there appeared on the panel the names of the -
first women to be sﬁmn;oned to act as common law jurors g.nyrmere the world overe
Miss Eliza Stewart, & school tcacher, had the distinction of heading the 1iste

For the first tire a jur:-)r wos charged with the salutation: "Ladies
end ge‘ntlemen of the gra.né. jurye" |

‘ "The eyes of the world are uf-on youe" Te:ritorialChief Justice

~ John H. Howe told theme "It will be a sorry éay for any man who shall so far
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forget the courtesies due and paid by every American geﬁtleman to every
American lady as even by word or act to endeavor to deter you from the exer=
cise of these rights with which the law hﬁs imfésted you,"

His words ra'.ng. eround the world. King Williem got his cable off
and reporteré, carboonists and the curious flocked into Laramiee The lady
Jurors ware :|.n‘berv:|.ewed and caricetured, chiefly as a'brurdly masculine crea.tures,
with baviling, unat‘bractlve babies m armse

Prlsoner Involved In Unheard of §ituation

Their i‘lrst crlmnal trial involved an heretofore unheard of srtua.-
tione A man who had bea:ben another man to the draw wes charged vn.‘bh murder
end placed in the docke The defendant, a tall, blue-eyed, handsome young man
of upi.mpea'chablé character, named Andrew Howie, had‘tgkex; lodging for the
night in the Shamrbck'Ho‘cel, a house of ill-repute, had created among the
shacks of Laramie ioxig before the railroad wound its way theres

A hang-out of crooks,- cut-throats and gunmen, it vms not the proper .
setting for a youth of'AndreW Howie's gentle réputatiqn. Hardly had his haa@
hit the pillow in an upstaiis room vhen Andrew heard an uproar below and in-
nocently stepped dovm to appease his curiosity.

A certain Hohn Hoctor, a bed men with a é;un, as the spirits of
several late Laraomie Ci'bizeﬁs could testify, held the center of the floor. He
also held a lbng-'ba.rréled, well-notched revolver. This he‘ swung iﬁ young
Howie's direction, with the playful announcement: "I'm going to shoot you."

There were-two loud reports. Vhen the smoke cleared, thé '{:oes of
John Hoctor'xz boots were poin‘bea at the ceiling and he was quite still. Later
Howie midestly aclnovledged he hed fired first. _

Sheriff Nat K. Boswell, under the new order of.things, had to take
Howié into custody, and without delay, a jury was sumnmoned, consis‘cingvof the
following: Nelly Hagen, Mary Wilcox, Retta Burmhem, Mary Flynn, Mrs. I.Ne

Hortsough, Lizzie A. Spooner, Jenny Ivinson and & few men. Mrs. Marthe Boies,




rrho—tmtil ‘l;he vigilence committee disposed of three outlaws and thereby \
lost two of her star boarders, had conducted a ‘lodging housenm "was‘ aocoiubted
lvaulcuff, '
Join in Prayer Before Verdict.

The Jury heard the evidence and retired to struggle for two days
end nights to reach a verdlct. The youth and good looks of. the defendant held
little sway over the women mem'bers in their fn.nal decision, though there were
some shedding of tears in the beginning and e bit of uncertainty,
| The wife of the lethodist minister, it seems, led the way ‘l?o 8 solu-
tion . by metting a precedent in petit jury sez;yice'. it seems, led the way to
a solutionl'by setti.ng a precedent in petit jury service. §He aékedrher fellow
Jjurors ‘to Jom her in prayer for Divine guidance,

They arose i‘rom thelr knees and cast their f:.rst ballots, the ministerts

wife promptly voting for murder in the first degree. Two women voted for

second 'degree and three for manslaughters Three of the six male jurors cast their

votes for manslaughter, and the others voted not guilty.v




HISTORICAL HISTORY

(Abstract of paper prepared by Mrs. S.W.Pease)

The Viyoming Woman's suffrage law was passed in 1870, but it produced no
starfling effect,

Women went on in their usual vocations with becoming dignity, until the
men were alarmed at their apathy, and conspired to prove_w@ether they were
competent to bear the ﬁurdén of citizenship.

As a result of this conspiracy a number of women were drawn on the regular-

panel, to serve on the grand jury and petit jury at the following spring term

-

of court, '

Chief Justice Howe formally obened the court in an'earnest°appeai to-the
ladies to serve as jurors.

The principal argumenf for such procedure or innovationjwas the fﬁct that
hithérﬁo Juries would not convict well knovn criminals Beqause the community at
that time was led and controlled by lawless and desperate men. Public sentiment
did not demand that criminals should be punished for their deeds; The judge .
beliéved that women jurors would remedy this evil and inaugurate'a better state
of tﬁing%. .Every woman served.

The evgnt caused ; greﬁt commition both at home and abroad. Nothing else
vas talked about in lLaramie. Teiegrams poured in and reporters and special artists
from big cify papers came flocking iq to characterize and caricéture.- One thread- - _

bare couplet appeared in almost_every paper:

"Baby, Baby, don't get in a fury,
Your Mamma's gone to set on the jury."

The grand jury was in session three weeks working diligently and faithfully.

Prosecuting Attorney Downey brought before the jury a large number of bills for

’

consideration, including several murder cases, and also those of cattle and.horse

-stealing and illegal branding.

~
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It was the ladies of this grand jury who demanded that the Sundsy closing
law should be enforced. This proved to be a bomb thrown into the enequ'é camp.
. Nothing befoxle ever created such or .so much ill feeling. -

Deep and loud were the ‘anathenns heaped upon that jury; \

The court was persistent in enfor‘cing the law, hence it is needless to
state that the next legislature lost no time in ;epealing it.

One of the petit jurors was the wife of a Methodist minister, who, before
attending court asked divine guidance each day for a just' vc;rdict. The story
went that former juries were in the habit of shaking dice and clipping coppers
to determine their verdict. |

The prisoner at the bar in one case was =a handéome young‘mz;n of a pale,
dreamy Byronic type, and it was whispered that the ‘susceptible feminine heart
Would'be duly inflﬁenced, but he got ten years.

Laramie ladies éery’ed on the juries as‘ long as Chief Justice Howe served

as judge. His successor did not favor the services of women on juries, since

which time the law hasAnot been enforced,
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My truin stopped at the station. e were to go eight miles

across country to the ranch that we were to live dn; e lived
there three years. The ranch people met us at the station with

a pair of ponies--one was balky und the other didn t drag. e

f
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made the trip all right. Ve kept going up the hills. Every
. time we started up another, I would think wie would see the ranch

§ﬁ .where we were to make our. home, but ve would go to the top of
3, the next one and then go over another one. I hed thought vhen Szaglca
N R

G“&- ve sterted for Vyoming thut ue vere to live in a mud house. How- 57

\./,
' s

ever, I had not taken the.trousle to ask whet kind ve were to

have., But vhen ve finelly came’ to the top of the laust hiil, the

house was in the vulléy, end I looked down into the most beau-

tiful place I have ever'seen. It wus the eighth of October.

The grass was alvays bfown at that time. But from the top of

the hill, vie sav a nice green meadow.gr uifnlt& with plenty of

vater. I shall never forget how niqe and green ft uus. I thought

1t the most bezutiful place I ever laid eyes on, beczuse ;Athought

1t wus to be & mud house. At this place was & big stone house,

four nice big rooms; & red barn, shude trees in the yard, und

& streum,of vater running through the yerd. I always think of
etrnmegd

thagq That 1s an actual description of what I did on my first

day in Vyoming.



. Lirs. Bolle Gilland:

I arrived on January 30; 1873, Vo came by Pullnan oouoh;
o luxury indced in thosc days. o' wero threo days and tvio nights
coming from Rookford, Illinois. Tho train went ot tho rato of
tventy miles an hour whioh.ﬁasioonsidered fast at that time,
There was Bnow on the ground, wed—tho wind vas blowing a gule
and pobble stones viere flyinge On tho long flat roof under our
windou in the hotel wero dozens of pebble stonaes bloun thero |
by tho winds. Gheyonne had a very unsavory ruputution. Vie
askod our mother if she tnoucht it would Lo safe for us to
stay all night. However, wo stayed. Tho wind Btill blows but

vo have found Cheyonne a very nice placc in which to live.

Urs. 1illy chrogorx

/?7Z&u(222490

&t_ar&s—a:amm'en MJ urrivec}/ wo—ere four days Wcrxioago,
end thoe first afternoon when the wind wesn't blowing, ny uncle
oskod a friond to tako me for a ri&a. vio ﬁent by the park; and
he told me to hold tho horses whilo ho‘;truightonod up onc of
tho 11ttlo troos in tho park. I sald, "AlL right,” but I was
awfully afreid of the horées} There was but one wiro around‘the
trees, lany times my nﬁnt and I would go over und water the little

trees in the park,

¥rs, Caroline Liciihinnio:

'y folks came in 1878, About the only thing I oun romember

WAL ,
was that it snowod ond <&e big onovigbanks, Tho blizzard blew the
1 .° '
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%8 snow off the roof und tho water came down. I remember my

. mother and Tathor hurrled with Larrols snd pans to catoh tho'

\

viator. ) '

”

Wra, rarnoll:

I ana afraid I an not much of a piloneor as I have been hore
for only forty-five yoars, I always.toll evorybody that thero
is no place better than Cheyonne and that atill‘goos._

»

trgs, Susan Undexrviood:

I came to Viyoming in 1392,

ilirs., sda VYright:

I énn't rememnbur very much sbout when I first came. Ve
arrived on the first of June in 1882. 1 remembor Krs. !icwhinnie.
I also remember how the people used to run with pans tp ret
every bit of soft water us it foli. There was running watcr

only in tho ditches. Thut‘wua used on Mondays for waéhing.

trs. Ltta Hubburgj

Aftor nearihg these others talk, I do not feel like o resl
ploncer. W9 camé ?o thd-northwcst cdﬁntry'in Liebraska in 1885
‘und'wefe there until 1898, Then ve cane to iiyoming, and I
cxpected Lo be scaiped by the Indians or shot by the cowboys;

but I am .s8till here.



