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to receive mercy and kindnefs only ·} a· . f on t 1e · con 1t1on o your praclifing the 
farne. 

I a_dvife ~ou to afk Betty to pardon 
your impertinence; till you do fo, fhe 
fhall net affift you , yon would find 
yourfelf very helplefs without the af
fiftance of men and women-unable to 

cook your meat, bake your bread, 
or even put them wa!h your clothes, 

child on-fuch a helplefs creature is a 
-I know what you are, you per-
ce1ve. 

Mary fnbmitted-and in future after 
fhe faid her prayers, remembered that 
fhe was to endeavour to curb her tem-

per. 

CH AP, 
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CH AP. XIII. 

Mi-Emplo)'ment-Jdlenejs produces 
Jery-'lhe Cultivation ~f the F ari cy 
raifes us above tbe Vulgar, ex
tends our Happinefs, and leads to 
Virtue. 

ONE afternoon, Mrs. l\1afon gave 
the children leave to arnufe 

themielves; but a kind of liftleifnefs 
hung over the-m, and at a lofs what to 
do, they feemed fatigued with doing 
nothing. They eat cakes though they 
had jufr dined, and did many foolifh 
things merely beraufe they were idle. 
Their friend feeing that they were ir
refolute, and could not fix on any ern

ployment, requefted Caroline to affift 
her to make fome clothes, that a 
poor woman was 111 

while 
want of, and 

we are at work ihe added M . ' , 
ary will read us an entertaini ~10-tale 
h. h t::> , 

w 1c I will point out. 
F 6 The 
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·: :,: ; ; ::, . The tale interefl:ed the h' . . . ,,: . , . .. h c 1ld1en 
: : , . : • w o chearfully attended and c. .' 

: :. , t : , : • • . , a1 ter it 
: : ; : ~::: :

1 
, : was fimi'hed) Mrs. Mafon told th . . , . . , . ,,,, l fh em) 

• )(: :·: : ·:- .. : 1at as e had f ome letters to write, ihe 
.... ould not take her accufl:omed walk. 
out that ilie would allow them to ' re-
prefent her, and acl: for once like wo-
men. They received their commiffion 

' tt was to take the clothes to the poor 
woman, whom they were intended 
for ; learn her prefent wants ; exercife 

1 

their own judgment with refpeB: to the 
im mediate relief ihe fl:ood in need o, 
and alt accordingly. 

They returned home delighted, 
eager to tell what they had done, and 
how thankful, and happy they had left 
the poor woman. 

Obferve now, faid Mrs . Mafon, the 
advantages arifing from employment; 
three hours ago, you were uncomfort
able, without beingfenfible of the caufe, 
and knew not what to do with your
fel ves. Nay, you actually committed a 
fin; for you devoured cakeswithoutf~el-

10g 
2 
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. h er merely to kill time, w hilfE 
ino- ung ' 

0 people have not the means 
many poor 
offatisfyingtheir natural wants . When 
I defired yon to read to me you were 

r,ed . and now you have been ufe-am011 J • 

fol you are delighted. Recollect this 
in future when yol} are at a lofs what 
to do with yourfelves- and ren:1ember 
that idlenefs muft always b~ intolerable, 
becau-fe it is only an irkfome confciouf-

nefs of exiftence. 
Every gift of Heaven is lent to us 

for our iniprovement; fancy is one of 
the firfr of the inferiour ones ; in cul
tivating it, we acquire what is called 
tafte, or a relifh for particular em ploy 
ments, which occupy our leifure 
~ours, and rc1:ife us above the vulgar 
111 our converfation. Thofe who have 
not. any tafl:e talk always of their own 
a~a~rs or of their neighbour s ; every 
tnvial matter that occurs within their 
knowledge they canvafs ~nd conjecture 
~bout-not fo much out of ill-nature as. 
idlenefs: juil: as you eat the cakes with--

out 



[ I IO ] 

out the impulfe of hlino-er 1 h 
r. t:: • n t e 
mine fry le people talk of eat·

1 ' ng and 
dr ef~) . a~~d long for their meals merely 
to d1v1d(, the dav, bec:iufe rl~e · 1 1 inter. 
mediate time is not employed in 
rnore interefting manner. Every ne,; 
branch of tafte that we cultivate, af
fords us a refuge from idlenefs, a for
tr efs in which we may refifi-the af. 
faults of vice; and the more noble 
our en1pJoyrnents, the m_ore exalted 
will our minds be.come. 

M ufic, drawing, works of ufeful
nefs and fancy, all amufe and refine 
t he mind , {harpen the ingenuity; 
and form, infenfibly, the dawning 
judgment.-As the judgment gains 
ftrength, fo do the paffions al(o; 
we have action s to weigh, and need that 
tafte in conduct , that delicate fenfe of 
propriety, which gives grace to virtue. 
The higheft branch of folitary amu~e• 

rnent is reading ; but even in the choice 
-0f books the fancy is firft employe~i; 
for in reading, the heart is touched, t_,U 

HS 
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exan1ined by the un-
. ~ lings are f r. 
;ts ee . d the ripenings o rea1on 
derftanding, ~n • · This is the 

l· the 1mag111at10n. 
regu ,lte and the moft important 

rk of years, . r .J 
wo 1 ents When lire au-
f all emp oym • bl 

o , ·r che heart has been capa e 
vances, 1 d h 
f . ·no-early impreffions, an t e 

0 rece1v1 b . . h 
head of reafoning and retaining t e 

1 fi hich were dr awn fro1n cone u ions v-. f 
h m. we have acquired a frock o 
t e ' h. l 
k 1 dcre a gold rn1ne w ic 1 we now e O , • 

can occafionally recur to, indepen -
dent of outward circumt1:ances. . 

The fopreme Being has ever_Y thmg 
in himfelf; we proceed fro1n Hnn , and 
our knowledoe and affections n1uft 

b 

return to Him for emp loyment fuited 
to them. And thofe who moft re
femble Him ought, next to I-1 im, to 
be the objects of our love; and the 
beings who1n we fhould try to af
fociate with, that we may receive 
an inferiour degree of fatisfacl:ion from 
their fociety. - But be affured our 
chief comfort muft ever arife from 

the 
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the 1nind's 1 C\ iev~ ino- . . o its own 
rations - and the wl · r. ope. . 111pcrs of • 
provrng confcience to c . an ap. 
. r , onvince us h 
11c has not flipped awa t -: y unemployed, 

C 1-I A P. XI?. 

.,. 
1.nnocent Am1ife;,1ents - Derc·•if>t· r 0 

".) I r f01J CJ 

a lf/eljh Crjt!e.- lliflory of a !Veb 
Ilarper.- /1 tyra;1ilica/ Lcm,.hrd.'
Fa,nily Pride. 

AS it was now harveft time, the 
n\.. w fccnc, ~ nd the fine weather 

delighted the cLilclrcn, who ran con
tinu.Jly out to view the reapers. In
dc~d every thing fremed to wear a 
face of feHivity, ancl the ripe corn 
beth t,ndcr its O\\ n wt ighc, or, n1ore 
erect, !hcwtcl the laughing appe2rancc 
of plenty . 

Mrs. Mafon always allo,, ing t e 
gleaners to have a fotnch.nt <~u .. ntit}, 

a grei.t 
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t 
number of poor came to 

1 grea 
h a little harvdl ; and fl1e was 

crac er 
0

1 
led co fee the feeble hands of 

pea . 1 r. 
childhood and age., colklbng t 1e 1C<At-

tered ea1 s, 
Hone1t Jack came with his fam:~!y; 

and when the labours of the day 
wt':e over, would p~ay on a fiddle, 
that frequently had but three firings • 
But it ferved to fet the feet in n10 -

tion, and the lads and la!fos dancing 
on t~e green fod, fuffered every care 
to fitep. 

An old '\VeHh harpe~ generally 
came to the houfe about this time 
of the year, and ftaid a 1nonth or 
r ore; for i\Irs. Mafon was particu 
L, l} fond of this in(b un1ent , and in
ter~lletl in the fate of the player; 
as 1s almofl: always the cafc, when we 
have nJcucd a pcrfon out of any 
clinrels. , 

She infonne<.l the children, that 
one~ tr.welling through \ Vales, her 
carnage was ovcrturn~<l near the ruifls 

Cl 
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