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Her children arise up, and call her blessed: her husbang
also, and he praiseth her.

Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellegt
them all.

Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but 3 Wonas
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.

Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own

works praise her in the gates.”
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are mean enough to have—nay, to own
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one idea at the same time. In truth, a gag
proportion of us are too empty-headed to he
double-minded, too shallow to be Insineere,
Nay, even the worst of us being more direct and
simple of character than men ave, our lightest
friendship —the merest passing liking that we

decorate with that name—is, while it lasts,
more true than the generality of the so-called

> of mankind.

¢ friendships’

But—and this “but” will, I am aware, raise
a whole nest of hornets — from our very pecu-
liarities of temperament, women’s friendships are
rarcly or mever so firm, so just, or so enduring,
as those of men—when you can find them.
Damon and Pythias, Ovestes and Pylades, Brutus

last and loveliest, David and Jona-

and Cassius

than, are pictures unmatched by any from our
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two women —nay, one oi the highest and nob
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‘ohts in the whole world. Precisely as,
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were
comparisons not as foolish as they are odious,
a truly good man, from the larger capacities
of male nature both for virtue and vice, 18, In
one sense, more good than any good woman.
But this question I leave to controversialists, who
enjoy breaking their own heads, or one another’s,
over a bone  contention which is usually not
worth picking after all.

Yet, though dissenting from much of the
romance talked about female friendships, believing

that two-thirds of them spring from mere idle-
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and affection a reality still—thep theip
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snown 1tself capable of friendship’s distinguishine
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10N ; fm.d. the women, young or old, will loye
one another faithfully to the end of theip lives,
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Perhaps this, which is the test of the senti
ment, explains why we thus scldom attain to
it, n its highest phase, because nature has made
us in all our feelings so intensely personal. We
have instinets, passions, domestic affections, but
friendship is, strictly speaking, none of the three,
It 1s—to borrow the phrase so misused by that
arch zm-moralist, that high-priest of intellectual
self-worship, Goethe—an elective affinity, based
upon the spiritual consanguinity, which, though
frequently co-existent with, is different from any
tie of instinet or blood-relationship. Therefore,
neither the sanctities nor weaknesses of these

rightly appertain to it; its duties, immunities,

henefits and pains, belong to a distinet sphere,
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of which the vital atmosphere 1s perfect liberty.
A bond, not of nature but of choice, 1t should
exist and be maintained calm, iree, and clear,
having neither rights nor jealousies ; at once the
firmest and most independent of all human ties.
« Enough,” said Rasselas to Imlac; “you
convince me that no man can €ver be a poet.”
And truly, reviewing friendship in 1its purest
essence, one 1s prone to think that, in this
imperfect world of ours, no man — certainly no

woman—ever can be a friend. And yet we all
own some dozens; from Mus. Granville Jones,
who invites “a few friends” —say two hundred
—to pass with her a “ social evening”’ —to
the poor costermonger, who shouts after the
little pugilistic sweep the familiar tragico-comie
saying : “ Hit him hard ; he’s got no friends !”’
And who that is not an utter misanthrope would
refuse to those of his or her acquamntance that
persist in claiming it, the kindly title, and the

pleasant social charities which belong thereto ?
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we are often egregious fools, but we are honest
st
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; and our folly, at least in this matter
)

usually ends where theirs begins—with middl
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life, or marriage.

It 1s the unmarried, the solitary, who are

most prone : 3 s

prone to that sort of ¢ sentimenta)”
"\
sex,

friendship with their own or the opposite
which, though often most noble, unselfish, and
true, 1s m some forms ludicrous, in others
dangerous. For two women, past earliest gitl-
hood, to be completely absorbed in one an-
other, and make public demonstration of the
fact, by caresses or quarrels, is so repugnant
to common sense, that where 1t ceases to be
silly it becomes actually wrong. But to sce
two women, whom Providence has denied nearer
ties, by a wise substitution making the best
of fate, loving, sustaining, and comfortg one
another, with a tenderness often closer than

that of sisters, because it has all the novelty

of election which belongs to the conjugal tie

FEMALE FRIENDSHI PS.
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Not less so the friendship—rare, I grant,
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a verv low view of human nature who dares to
sav that these attachments, satirically termed
« Platonic,” are impossible. But, at the same
time, common sense must allow that they are
rare to find, and not the happiest always, when
found ; because in some degree they are con-

trary to nature. Nature’s law undoubtedly 1s,

»




! .‘{?
L/ U FEMALET FRIDNDS
FEMALE FRIENDSHIPS

4yt » A0 PO 1 - I
that our nearest ties should be those of blo ]
D0Se ¢ 00(
.1‘.'.?’?’ 109 N brothay 1at
ather or brother, sister or mother—ypt;]

comes the closer one of marriage: and it
ge; anc s

1 =0
alwava 5 =X . 7 e
always, 1f not wrong, rather pitiful, when any
: - dll
extraneous bond comes 1 , :
aneous bond comes in between to forestall

the MFira  adte i L
the entire affection that a young man ought
o RS UL

Let

to brine to his future wife. a v
g 118 1“1;]11(; “lf(,, a -\””'“g woman

to 3 & shan I eavrng v Y ml
]“ I ]“‘_.\{}..}.ud. 1 f:t_l‘ {,#1..5135[——(}{1{_1 ]\"._‘l{';\\l's Ii

they ever do! But, however fate, or folly, or
wickedness may interfere to prevent it, not the
less true i1s the undoubted fact, that happy
above all must be that marriage where neither
husband mor wife ever had a friend so dear
as one another.

After marriage, for either party to have or
to desire a dearer or closer friend than the
other, is a state of things so inconceivably de-

plorable —the more erring, the more deplor-

able — that it will not bear discussion. Such
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a-year, and, with every disposition towards flint.
g, a strong horror of matrimony—still, it is
wisest and best. It may save hoth parties from
frittering away, in a score of false sentimentg]
likings, the love that ought to belong but to
one; or, still worse, from committing or suffer.
ing what, beginning blamelessly on either side,
frequently ends in incurable paim, irremediable
wrong.

Therefore it 1is, generally speaking, those

further on in life, with whom the love-phase

is past, or for whom it never existed, who may
best use the right, which every pure and inde-

pendent heart undoubtedly has, of saymg: |

take this man or woman for my iriend: Oniy

o friend—mnever cither more or less—whom as
such I mean to keep to the end of my days.
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and purer than itself, I think 1t would be all
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the better for the world.

Women’s friendships with one another are of
. v P et N OXT
course free from all these perils, and yet they
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1

have their own. e wonderful law of sex—
which exists s;‘l:irim;‘.H}' as well as materially, and
often independent of matter altogether ; sinee we
see many a man who is much more of a woman,
and many a woman who would certainly be the
¢ hetter-half”” of any man who cared for her —
this law can rarely be withstood with impunity.
In most friends whose attachment is 3}1(_‘{"1111}'
deep and lasting, we can usually trace a dif-
ference —of strong or weak, gay or grave, bril-
llant or solid—answering 1n some measure to
the difference of sex. Otherwise, a close, all-
engrossing friendship between two women would
seldom last IHHI'_,‘,‘; or it (l“] }.\ their mutual
femimne weaknesses acting and reacting upon one

another, wou

1 + 1
ld most [i‘iu'[.\' narrow the sympa-
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alienable—between friendship and love, Ty
latter, being a natural necessity, requives but ¢he
one, whom 1t absorbs and assimilates till the two
diverse, and often opposite characters, become g
safe unity—according to divine ordinance, “one
flesh.” But f"lf:'.:"‘ , to be friendship at all,
must have an mdependent self-existence, capable
of gradations and \*:_‘-.:‘E{"t:.r.:-;w; for though we can
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[ said before, that the very Sl

b 1 which
true’ friendshin lives. and cut of vl
friendship lives, and out of which it can.
not live at all, is perfect Lberss
Friendship once conceived shonld 1w 1. -
i LUIICCLIVEeQ l:-.l\/[.l-._-,) ke love, n
one sense last for ever. That it does not. that
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m the world’s harsh wear and tear many 4 very
smeere attachment is slowly obliterated, or hoth
L ed, o

parties grow out of it and cast 1t, like a snake his
last year’s skin —though that implies something
of the snake-nature, I fear—are facts too moum.
fully common to be denied. But there is a third
fact, as mournfully wncommon, which needs to he
remembered likewise: we may lose the friend—
the friendship we never can or ought to lose.
1t

Actively, 1t may exist no more; but passively,

v

is just as binding as the first moment when we
pledged it, as we believed, for ever. Itsduties,
like its delights, may have become a dead-letter;
but none of its claims or confidences have we

ever afterwards the smallest right to abjure or t0

break.
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voluntarily oy thouehtlessly het :
L1 L = a3V De ‘av ¢ “1OT :
J b ty a fric nd’s con-

fidence, either ; 5 B .
dence, either at the time or afterwards,
will say, even to his own wife : “T can’t t]] you

this —T have no right tell you:” ang if she has

the least spark of good feeling, she will Rt
and love him all the dearey for so saying. More
rarely still will a man be heard, as women cop.
stantly are, speaking ill of some friend who g
little while before, while the i'l‘ff.“.’-('l.\lzil'a lasted,
was all perfection. What is necessary to be said
he will say, but not a syllable more, leaving all
the rest in that safe, still atmosphere, where all
good fructifies and evil perishes — the atmosphere
of silence.

Ay, above all things, what women need to leam
m their friendships is the sanctity of silence—
silence in outward demonstration, silence under
wrong, silence with regard to the outside world,
and often a delicate silence between one another.

About the greatest virtue a friend can have, 1s to

be able to hold her tongue; and though this,

. Qw
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like all virtues carried to extremity, may grow
LB LE L LLCS
p never

into a fau
do so much harm as that horrible laxity

It, and do great harm, still, 1t

can

t the root

and profligacy of speech which 1s at
of half the quarrels, cruelties, and injustices of
the world.

And let every woman, old or young, m com-
mencing a friendship, be careful that 1t 1s
to the right thing she has given the right
name. If so, let her enter upon it thoughtfully,

earnestly, advisedly, as upon an engagement

J?

made for life, which in truth it is; since, whether

its duration be brief or long, it 1s a tangible

reality, and, as such, must have its influence on
the total chronicle of existence, wherein no line
can ever be quite blotted out. Let her, with
the strength and comfort of it, prepare to take
the burden; determined, whatever the other may
do, to fulfil her own part, and act up to her

own duty, absolutely and conscientiously, to the
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RIENDSHIPS,

end. For trulv. the oveatect af o1
¥, the greatest of al external hlegs.

mgs 18 it to be able to lean vor
(o] - Lo AL LA LIl \{]‘i;l’ ]1(‘3“{‘ ,Ir_ '
. art against
another heart, faithful -
R B, adliiud, tender, true, and tpigg
= ’ ]

and record with a t

hanlcfalnaas Vi nd
HaLRIWNESS that years (!u‘,'._‘i){;n

g, 1 have got a friend 1”

o

GOSSIP.

CHAPTER VIII,

OxEe of the wisest and best among our Fnglish
ethical writers, the author of Companions of my
Solitude, says, apropos of gossip, that one half
of the evil-speaking of the wor

from malice prepense, but from mere want ol

amusement. And I thimk we may even grant

. : o iy : e i

or selfish 1 disposition, 1t 1s seldom worse than

1 atnral Hallino Lack Bam lane: Lo .

the natural fallimg back from large abstract
b L

e i 4 LIS i) 1 1

interests, wiicn they cannot understand up

those which they can—alas! only the narrow,

commonplace, and personal.
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